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Hello everyone! Did you get a chance to get 
down to the Little Theatre in the last week and 
see Magdalena and Dan’s fantastic installation?  It 
was well-attended and introduced lots of people 
to the concept of Transition and the amazing 
potential of non-traditional energy generation.  

Transition Bath special interest sub-groups

Food group

More talks in the Feast or Famine series are planned for 
next year. There will be tea and cake as usual.  We’re 
hoping to arrange a talk by someone who runs a 
permaculture institute in El Salvador, maybe at the end 
of May or beginning of June.  

We only had one response to our request for people 
to register an interest in Community supported 
agriculture.  Nevertheless, we have been talking 
to local landowners and farmers and there is some 
openness to the idea.  We will continue this process.  

One of the group attended a workshop organised 
by the Soil Association on Community Supported 
Agriculture which was very worthwhile. 

One of our members has started recording locations 
of wild food plants.  This may be something that could 
require some help in the future.

Our plans for fruit tree planting have not come about 
yet but we may be able to liaise with local bodies to 
increase tree planting in the BANES area.

Next meeting:  Monday 15th December at 7pm at 
The Rummer. Contact Jim Dowling at piltonman@
googlemail.com.

Energy Group

This group is continuing with their research into 
options for renewables in Bath, focusing on the river.  
They are planning to offer bulk buying of renewable 
technology and advice in the future. Contact Pete 
Capener at pete_capener@blueyonder.co.uk for 
further details or to get involved.  Next meetings:  
Monday 15th December and Monday 19th January, 
both at 55 New King St. at 7:30pm. 

Transport & Built Environment group

Contact Dick Daniels for more information at richard@
daniel28.co.uk. Next meetings:  Tuesday 16th 
December at 55 New King St. at 7:30pm

Raising Awareness group

The Raising Awareness group will be continuing 
with their film screenings starting with The Power of 
Community (the story of how Cuba coped when Russia 
could no longer supply oil) on Thursday 15th January.  
There will be a chance to see some films you missed 
and also some we haven’t shown.  If you have not 
managed to get to a film yet, you have missed some 
good evenings.  Some films were long, some short, all 
packing a punch, some classics with all the facts and 
figures, some more visual – Inuit in ‘T’ shirts when they 
would normally be in furs – and one fantastic stand 
up-comic, Rob Newman.

To accommodate our audiences in greater comfort 
films will in future be shown at The Cork in Westgate 
Buildings which has just been renovated.  They will be 
monthly on the third Thursday. 

If there’s a film you think we should show please us 
know.  Or, if you have an idea for an event or otherwise 
to raise awareness of peak oil and transition then get 
in touch at transitionbath@googlemail.com.

Why not get involved? Check out our 
website at www.transitionbath.org.uk
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Other news

Forums will continue to be held on the second Tuesday 
of each month at Widcombe Social Club.  All are 
welcome, as are donations to cover costs. We start at 
7:15; bring food to share.  There is usually a topic that 
is introduced by someone with discussion after.  Drinks 
are available from the bar.  Our January theme will be 
reducing one’s consumption.  There will be a talk on 
‘compacting’ and a showing of the short film ‘The Story 
of Stuff’.  In February the theme will be around whether 
or not to fly, a gripping subject sure to provoke 
opposing views and much (good natured) debate.  This 
is not intended to be an evening of persuasion but an 
opportunity to discuss a difficult issue.

Coming Events

December
Tuesday 9th December •	  - Transition Bath monthly 
forum , 7.15pm at Widcombe Social Club
Food group meeting: Monday 15th December at •	
7pm at The Rummer.
Energy group meeting: Monday 15th December at •	
55 New King St. at 7:30pm. 
Transport & Built Environment group meeting: •	
Tuesday 16th December at 55 New King St. at 
7:30pm 

January
Tuesday 13th January - •	 Transition Bath monthly 
forum - Compacting, 7.15pm at Widcombe Social 
Club
 •	 Thursday 15th January - Film showing The Power of 
Community. 7.30pm at The Cork, Westgate Street.
Energy Group meeting: Monday 19th January at 55 •	
New King St. at 7:30pm. 

February
Wednesday 4th February -  The Food group •	
presents a Feast or Famine talk on composting, 
Grove St. Church Halls
Tuesday 10th February •	 Transition Bath monthly 
forum - To fly or not to fly?, 7.15pm at Widcombe 
Social Club.  

March
Wednesday 18th March - The Food group presents •	
a Feast or Famine talk on bee keeping, Grove St. 
Church Halls

April
Wednesday 29th April, The Food group presents •	
a Feast or Famine talk by Patrick Whitefield, a well-
known local perma-culturalist. Grove St. Church 
Halls.

Other bits and pieces

Sustainable Communities Act
This is an important piece of legislation giving power 
to local organisations and our Council has signed up to 
this new act and now it is up to us to use it. For more 
information go to:  http://www.localworks.org/

Changing the Dream 
Two active transitioners had the opportunity of 
attending a Change the Dream symposium.  This is a 
powerful event that illustrates the connectedness of 
everything, and by implication our role and the need to 
change our lifestyles so that life is sustainable for us all 
and all species.  It is work that complements Transition 
perfectly and Rob Hopkins has been in talks with the 
Symposium organisers and maybe something will 
come out of that.  

Soil Association Conference in Bristol 
This year’s topic was Transition and there was a 
spectacular bunch of speakers including Rob Hopkins.  
To read, hear, or download pdf files with material 
from the talks see: http://www.soilassociation.org/
conference

Transition Cities Conference 2008
Nearly 150 people from across the UK gathered in 
Nottingham, supported by the City Council for the first 
ever Transition Cities Conference.
Unfortunately due to illness no one from Transition 
Bath could attend.  For more about what’s 
happening with the Transition Network go to http://
transitionnetworknews.wordpress.com/

If you only do one thing this month...

Treat yourself to an electric energy meters for 
Christmas - it’s an effective way of seeing how your 

money is vanishing.

Oh - and  plant some blackcurrants now in well-drained 
soil, nice and deep in a sunny position.  They are rich in 
Vitamin C and antioxidants, with valuable fatty acids in 

the seeds, a veritable powerhouse of nutrition. 


