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Hello everyone.  The last week has shown how 
rapidly the country can shut down when faced with 
unexpected events.  If uncommonly heavy snowfall 
can generate this much chaos, how will the country 
respond when the effects of peak oil start to be felt?  
By preparing together as a community we can maybe 
weather some of the storm at least. We’re glad to have 
so many of you on board and hope to see more of you 
in the coming months.

Green economics

A talk on local currencies was given in Stroud recently 
where they are hoping to organise one for themselves.  
Stroud have a long history of successful LETS and 
Timeshare schemes.  The Cheimgauer currency 
scheme was set up by a Bavarian teacher who set 
up a scheme in his home town with the help of his 
schoolchildren - reminiscent of Rob Hopkins work with 
his students in Kinsale that resulted in the Transition 
movement.
 
The system they have differs radically from the ones in 
Totnes and Lewes.  They issue notes that have a life of 
only one year and have to be updated every quarter 
on payment of another 2% of the original cost of the 
note.  There are several denominations so a one euro 
note is updated every quarter for 2 cents.  At the end 
of the year the note is exchanged for a new one for a 
further charge of 2 cents.

This seemingly bizarre system has been very successful 
and popular.  Anxieties about using the notes as the 
due date draws near have been allayed as retailers 
have found that the extra trade offsets the cost of 
updating the notes.
 
The purpose of this system is to keep the money 
moving, and it does - it circulates many times more 
frequently than the euro.  It stops it sitting in pockets 
and drawers unused.  
 
The euros gained on the sale of the currency is banked 
and used as loans to the local Waldorf Schools.  In 
Stroud they will probably put it in the Credit Union 
who in turn will lend it.
 
Could something like this work in Bath?  If you think so, 
or want to discuss it more, then give us a shout.

Raising Awareness Group

The January film at our new location, The Cork in 
Westgate Buildings, was Power of Community.  
A fantastic crowd came along to see this great 
film and terrific inspiration and there was a lot of 
discussion afterwards.  February’s film will be A Crude 
Awakening, another powerful movie, showing at The 
Cork at 7.30 on Thursday 19th.

In April we will be showing the world premiere of You 
Are Your Community, a film by a local artist.  
 
Originally conceived of as an accompaniment to the 
Art Installation for Transition Bath (December 2008), 
the film engages with two food growing communities 
(Bath Organic Gardens and allotments surrounding 
the community orchard). The interviews that take 
place reveal the positive social impact of working 
together and sharing knowledge and skills within a 
small community. The interviews are interspersed with 
stationary camera shots that intimate a harmonious 
yet industrious life outdoors.  This will be shown on 
Thursday April 16th, at The Cork.
 
The next meeting of the Raising Awareness group will 
be Thursday February 12th, 7pm at the Cork.   
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Food Group

Those who made it to the Food Group’s latest talk at 
Grove St. Church Halls were treated to all aspects of 
composting;  garden, bokashi, worms and community 
composting.  Everyone was very enthusiastic about 
the subject and there was keen discussion at the end.
 
The next Food Group talk, on March 18th, will be 
about bees and their importance and colony collapse 
disorder.
 
Don’t forget to book your place on the Winter Apple 
Pruning workshop on Sunday 15th February.  There are 
still some places.  To book send cheques for £5 made 
out to Transition Bath to The Old Vicarage, Watery 
Lane, Bath BA2 1RL

Contact Afrel Pounds at afrelmira@googlemail.com for 
further details.
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Why not get involved? Check out our website at www.transitionbath.org.uk



Energy group

The next meeting of the Energy Group is on February 
16th,  6 - 7.30.pm at 55 New King St.  The early time of 
this  meeting is to allow members to attend a talk at  
BRLSI  on energy futures at 7.30pm.

If there are any other issues that you think we need to be 
addressing and you’re desperate to do something about 
then please get in touch and let us know what you’d like to 
do - transitionbath@googlemail.com

Monthly Forum meetings

The Forum on Tuesday 10th February will have as its 
topic To Fly or Not to Fly.  Come along to Widcombe 
Social Club (BA2 6AA) and find out the pros and cons.  
We start at 7.15pm with shared food (optional) and the 
discussion starts at 7.30.

The March Forum will focus on Peak Oil so we can really 
get our minds around those facts.
 
Other news
 
On Monday 25th May we will be holding a Picnic in 
the Park in Victoria Park.  We can meet up in the area 
by the ponds, near to the organic allotment site - BOG 
- and the playpark.  There will be a couple of coloured 
banners as a focus.  Come and bring a picnic, a ball, a 
frisbee, a musical instrument, a blanket - you know the 
form.  This is a chance for everyone, especially those 
who can’t get to our evening events, to come and bring 
families too, so we can all discover who is part of the 
transition community.  This is an event that won’t be 
advertised: don’t expect to see posters in the street. 
Put it in your diary now and we’ll see you at the park 
between noon and 4pm.

A theatre event at Lower Common allotments is 
being organised by the ICIA, the arts complex at the 
university, with Bath Organic Group:  Kilter Theatre will 
be playing in the open air;  a drama about food security 
in a post-oil world, at the end of May / beginning of 
June.  See this web address for more info:
http://www.bath.ac.uk/icia/events/?page=event&art_
form=Theatre&event_id=311

Transition Bath now have a small collection of DVDs 
available to rent.  If you have difficulty getting to our 
film showings, or would like to host a showing, then 
get in touch.  Educate yourselves, have fun, share it all 
with friends.  Contact us for a list of available DVDs.

Coming Events

February
Tuesday February 10th - TB Forum - To Fly or Not •	
to Fly at Widcombe Social Club, 7.15pm
Wednesday February 11th - Transition •	
Minchinhampton are hosting a talk by Rob Hopkins 
- Transition Initiatives - from oil dependency to local 
resilience.  Ffi: transitionminch@btinternet.com
Sunday February 15th•	  - TB Reskilling - Bloomfield 
orchard - Learn how to prune apple trees,  2-4pm
Tuesday February 16th -•	  TB Energy group meeting
Thursday February 19th - Transition films - Crude •	
Awakening at the Cork, Westgate Buildings, 7.30pm
Monday February 23rd - University of Bath •	
Gardening Club are hosting a talk by Medwyn 
Williams, Chairman of the National Vegetable 
Society , entitled ‘From Chelsea to Cincinatti with 
Vegetables’. 7.30pm,  venue: 8 West 2.1. Non-
members £3.

March
Tuesday March10th - TB Forum - What is •	
Transition? at Widcombe Social Club, 7pm
Wednesday March 18th - TBFG•	  talk on Bees
Thursday March 19th  - Transition films - Garbage •	
Warrior at the Cork, Westgate Buildings, 7.30pm

April
Tuesday April 14th - TB Forum - Saving energy at •	
home 
Thursday April 16th  - Transition films - You Are •	
Your Community at the Cork, Westgate Buildings, 
7.30pm

May
Thursday May 21st - Transition films - Money is •	
Debt at the Cork, Westgate Buildings, 7.30pm
Monday May 25th  -  Transition Bath Picnic in the •	
Park, 12pm - 4pm

If you only do one thing this month ... 
Have you signed up for your Airplot yet? 

Put your boot into the government’s plans for airport 
expansion by becoming a beneficial owner of some 

prime runway real estate. 
Sign up at www.greenpeace.org.uk


