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Hello everyone and Happy New Year! If you didn’t 
manage to get to our forum last week perhaps you 
might have seen some of the publicity for it on local 
news and radio.  TB’s Christine Bone, self-proclaimed 
ex- “material girl”, gave an inspiring talk on compacting 
- in short reducing her consumption - and got many 
of us thinking how we can lead less consumer-
focused lifestyles. If you’re still looking for a New Year’s 
resolution, how about following Christine’s lead and 
trying compacting?

Raising Awareness Group

Our resolution for 2009 is that by the end of the year 
everyone in Bath will know about Transition Bath.  Is 
that a bit bold, do you think? It might be a stretch for our 
small but dedicated RA group but - wait - our second 
resolution is to get more people involved.  In short, we 
need YOU.  

You needn’t commit to weekly meetings or giving  up 
your Sunday mornings but we would like everyone who’s 
signed up to transitioning Bath so far to do maybe just 
one thing to spread the word.  This could be helping out 
with a TB stall, getting involved with one of our projects 
- or letting us get involved with yours!  Hold a swishing 
party or have some of your friends over, feed them some 
wonderful local food and show them a transition related 
film (see Other news).  

We’re also hoping to organise some bigger events such 
as a Big Café, Big Event or Open Space.  A new special 
interest group will be spearheading these.  Get in touch 
with Jenny on 07887 636918   if you would like to be 
involved.

Meanwhile the next RA meeting will be Monday 
January 19th, at The Cork in Westgate Buildings.  We’re 
developing our plan of attack for the year so if you want 
to get involved, then this is the place to start.  See you 
there at 7pm.

Transition Bath Special Interest Groups 

Food Group

The Food Group are wondering if there are people out 
there who have gardens too large to manage and others 
who have no garden who would like to grow veggies. 

Maybe we could bring these two groups together in 
some way  so the would-be gardeners can garden and 
the produce can be shared between the two parties.  A 
sort of landshare following in the footsteps of Hugh 
Fearnley-Whittingstall in Totnes as seen on the telly.  Do 
let us know if this idea interests you.

The next talk in the Food Group’s Feast or Famine series 
is on Composting at the Grove St Church Halls at 7.30 on 
Wednesday February 4th. There will be a £2 entrance fee 
to cover the cost of the hall.
 
The regular addition of home made compost to your soil 
will condition it.  If it is heavy it will lighten it, if is sandy 
it will give it bulk.  It will balance acid or alkali soils.  The 
humus it provides holds moisture and nutrients reducing 
the need for watering and fertilizers and the plants are 
healthy and resistant to diseases and pests.  Come and 
find out how to make it and how to use it.
  
On Sunday February 15th, from 2pm to 4pm at the 
Bloomfield orchard there will be a chance to learn how 
to prune your old apple trees.   If you have an old tree in 
your garden now is the time to prune it and now is the 
opportunity to learn how to do it.  Please let us know if 
you are interested.  There will be a modest charge.

Contact Afrel Pounds at afrelmira@googlemail.com for 
further details.
 
Transport Group

The TB Transport group has been discussing the Public 
Realm & Movement Strategy and the priorities of walking, 
cycling and public transport for it with B&NES. You can 
comment on this until 20 February 2009 at http://www.
bathnes.gov.uk/BathNES/environmentandplanning/
majordevelopments/Public+Realm.htm 
The Transport group will be responding to this and their 
response will be posted on our website. Contact Dick 
Daniels at rd@daniel28.co.uk for more details.

The TB Transport Group is looking to re-energize itself in 
2009. With the large changes being proposed by B&NES 
and the government in the coming years it is important 
that the Group expands to include the built environment 
as well as transport. If you have knowledge or skills in this 
area please come to the meetings. 

The next meeting will be Wednesday January 21st 
7.30pm at 55 New King Street. Contact Hugh Prentice on 
07966 080 005 for more details. 
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Why not get involved? Check out our website at www.transitionbath.org.uk



If there are any other issues that you think we need to be 
addressing and you’re desperate to do something about 
then please get in touch and let us know what you’d like to 
do - transitionbath@googlemail.com

The Share Initiative

A new group has appeared which aims to promote 
sharing. The idea is to reduce consumption and promote 
community by setting up a way to share resources 
and equipment and later maybe cars and larger items 
between people who live near each other. Initially we 
will be starting a group in the centre of Bath or within 10 
minutes’ walk of the Royal Crescent. Anyone is welcome 
to join and we will meet occasionally and also put 
together a list of what we might be willing to share. 

What you share is up to you but we will start with 
electrical goods such as lawn mowers, hair curlers, battery 
chargers, strimmers, food mixers etc. The idea is to make 
these items available to your neighbours in the scheme. 
They can then call you direct to see if they can arrange 
to borrow the item for a day or two.  We will probably 
look into starting a money pool to ensure repairs and 
replacements can be funded collectively. 

If you don’t live in the centre of Bath but are still 
interested, then do please get in touch too as we may be 
able to start with a larger geographical area and if this 
proves popular then break it down into smaller areas. 
If you are interested, please get in touch with Ros at 
rosfloydsanchez@hotmail.co.uk /07891 645543

Monthly Forum meetings

The next forum will be February 10th, the second 
Tuesday of February from 7pm at Widcombe Social Club 
(BA2 6AA).  We’ll be discussing the thorny issue of To Fly 
or Not To Fly.  Come early and bring food to share if you 
want to eat; otherwise we’ll see you at 7.30pm for the 
discussion. 

Coming Events

January
Monday January 19th - TB Raising Awareness•	  
group meeting, 7pm at the Cork, Westgate Buildings
Monday January 19th - TB Energy group •	 meeting 
Monday January 19th - Bath Cycling Campaign •	
talk. “National Standard Cycle Training - local 
implementation & becoming a trainer.” 7.30pm 
at the Rummer, Grand Parade. Ffi contact:                
nigel_williams@hotmail.co. uk, 01225 483223 

Wednesday 21 January•	 - Transport  and Built 
Environment group 7:30pm at 55 New King Street.
Thursday 22 January - Food group •	 7pm at the Cork
Wednesday January 21st - Transition Larkhall: •	
Larkhall Saves the Planet!  AGM with speaker - Jane 
Buttigeig of Transition Bristol, 7pm at St Saviours C 
of E Junior School, Brookleaze Buildings, Larkhall, 
BA1 6RB. Light refreshments available. ffi contact 
helen.kendall@zoom.co.uk

February
Sunday February 1st - Bath Organic Group’s Seed •	
Swap 3-5pm
Wednesday February 4th•	  - Feast or Famine lecture 
series - Composting at the Grove St Church Halls at 
7.30pm 
Tuesday February 10th - TB Forum - To Fly or Not to •	
Fly at Widcombe Social Club, 7pm
Sunday February 15th•	  - TB Reskilling - Bloomfield 
orchard - Learn how to prune apple trees,  2-4pm
Tuesday February 16th -•	  TB Energy group meeting
Thursday February 19th - Transition films - Crude •	
Awakening at the Cork, Westgate Buildings, 7.30pm

Other news

Transition Bath now have a small collection of DVDs 
that are available to rent.  If you have difficulty getting 
to our film showings at The Cork, or would like to 
host a showing, then get in touch.  We have serious 
documentaries, stand-up comedy, building houses 
with bottles and cans, industrial landscape as art and 
more.  Educate yourselves, have fun, share it all with 
friends.
 
This is a new venture - contact us for a list of available 
DVDs and we will go from there.

If you only do one thing this month ... 
Recycle those Christmas Cards at M&S, Tesco and 
WH Smith.  It is being run by the Woodland  Trust 

who then plant trees in return.


