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Whatever your eco-interest  from energy 
technology to poo, campaigning to picnics, there’s 
something in this newsletter for everyone.  Get stuck 
in!  

Food security

At the talk on “Sustainable food for Britain” by Patrick 
Holden, several people in the audience agreed to 
come together to start some form of community 
supported agriculture. Loosely defined, this is where 
people in Bath will make some arrangement to be 
supplied with food directly by local growers, thereby 
reducing the amount of oil used in the process, and 
the amount of CO2 emitted. 

The exact nature of the community supported 
agriculture for Bath has not been defined yet, but there 
are examples from around the country. In principle, 
there are three entities to consider – the land, the 
grower and the consumer – and we are looking for all 
three. 

Are you a consumer who is prepared to commit to 
spending a fixed amount per month on local food? 
Are you a grower who would like a new customers, 
who will commit to buying your produce? Or, do 
you own local land, or know of any local land, which 
could be used for growing food? If the answer is yes, 
or if you have any expertise that might be useful in 
setting this up, please contact Hugh Prentice hugh@
transitionbath.org.uk. 

See http://www.soilassociation.org/web/sa/psweb.nsf/
A3/index.html for details on Community Supported 
Agriculture. 

Setting up a Community Farm Land Trust (CFLT) has 
been suggested, to secure land for growing food, in 
a similar way to the Soil association land trust. See 
http://www.soilassociation.org/web/sa/psweb.nsf/
ed0930aa86103d8380256aa70054918d/57d494d5
26eae2978025750e003e736b!OpenDocument  In 
Bath, we will also use a CFLT to increase the number 
of allotments available. Again, if you are interested in 
being involved, please contact Hugh.

Transition Bath Special Interest Groups 

Energy Group
The Transition Bath Energy group is running a project 
open to anyone in Bath who wants to make an 
effort reduce their electricity consumption. We have 
purchased a number of electricity monitoring meters 
(Model: Owl Cm119) which are available to borrow for 
a small contribution to Transition Bath. These meters 
fit very easily and safely on to the domestic mains 
electricity connection and provide a continuous and 
easy to read display of the amount of electricity (in 
kW) being used. This information then allows and 
encourages the householders to go round turning 
off things which are not necessary! Estimates suggest 
that households can save 20-25% off their bills by this 
means.  To get more info or make contact go to www.
transitionbath.org.uk/projects.html

For further details of the Energy Group or to get 
involved contact Andrew at andrew@wyon.net.

Eco Refurbishment
As a result of the Energy Group talk by Ian Walker of 
CaSa Architects on the eco refurbishment of existing 
buildings talk, a new group is emerging of people 
interested in tackling their homes and supporting 
each other along the way.  If you are interested email 
us at transitionbath@googlemail.com.

Food Group
The picnic on Bank Holiday Monday was a great 
success.  There was flags and bunting and surprisingly 
good weather.  We will do it again on Monday August 
31st, another Bank Holiday, noon ‘til 4pm again. If 
the weather turns nasty we can repair to the Hop 
Pole Pub nearly opposite on the other side of the 
Upper Bristol Rd.  There would also be a possibility 
of continuing in the winter with an indoor location, 
eg Widcombe Social Club.  A sort of Family Common 
Room with games, pool, a walk if the weather permits 
and picnic food. If this interests you contact afrelmira@
googlemail.com

The Food Group are planning talks in the Autumn/
Winter to cover farming in a changing climate, edible 
fish in your pond, fungus, foraging, allotments, unusual 
berry bushes to grow and all sorts.  Keep watching this 
space. 

Contact Jim Dowling at piltonman@googlemail.com  
for further details of the Food Group.
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Why not get involved? Check out our website at www.transitionbath.org.uk



Transition Drinks
Transition Drinks is currently at The Raven (The 
Rummer being closed) but this may not turn out to be 
suitable in the long run.  Check the website.

Transition Bath forum
The next Forum (Tuesday 9th June at Widcombe 
Social Club 7.15) covers the ever fascinating topic of 
poo. Local Charity ‘Wherever the Need’ will present 
information on the composting toilets they install in 
India and Africa.  They will bring samples!!! This should 
provoke a good discussion.

Other Transition talks
There will be a talk by Alex Towler on Passivhausing.  
Passivhausing is new build housing that needs no 
energy input but uses the sun, insulation and heat 
exchange to give a comfortable home.  There are also 
implications and lessons to be learned for older houses.  
Monday 6th July at Grove St Church Halls 7.30. Tea and 
cake. £2 entry.

BAGS Garden Share
Our garden share scheme is taking off and we now 
have two matched gardens. There are currently eight 
gardens in and around Bath and one in Bathford that 
are waiting for gardeners.  If anyone wants to get on 
with growing vegetables and sharing some of the 
produce with the owners, please get in touch on 
bathgardenshare@googlemail.com

Schools and Young People
We’ll be meeting on June 16th, 6pm at 55 New King 
Street to discuss what Transition Bath can do to 
engage schools and young people. If you’re interested 
in contributing to the group, please get in touch at 
transitionbath@googlemail.com
 
Other news 
Transition Bath will continue to put in a monthly 
appearance at the Bath Farmers’ Market  on the last 
Saturday of the month.  We need volunteers to help run 
the stalls - it’s a chance to find out what we’re doing, 
spead the word about transition and chat to lots of 
lovely like-minded people.  let us know if you’d like to 
volunteer, either by email or by dropping by the stalls 
on June 27th and July 25th. 

350
This is a global movement that takes it’s name from 
the maximum 350 parts per million of Carbon needed 
to keep the planet safe for us.  We are already at 
378ppm!!!  We need to  put pressure on politicians at 
the December Copenhagen Conference.

NOW is the time to act.  Some members of Transition 
Bath are already thinking of things they would like to 
do.  If you would like to be involved,  get in touch with 
afrelmira@googlemail.com. See 350.org.uk for more 
information.  

Coming Events

June
Monday June 8th - •	 End of the Line showing at the 
Little Theatre, 6.30pm
Tuesday June 9th - Transition Bath Forum•	  - 
Composting Toilets, a talk by David Crosswell of 
Wherever the Need, Widcombe Social Blub BA2 
6AA, 7.15pm 

July
Monday 6th July - Talk on Passivhausing •	 - 7.30pm, 
Grove St Church Halls. Tea and cake. £2 entry.
Saturday 25th July - Bath City Farm course on how •	
to keep chickens, 10am - 3pm.  ffi 01225 481 269 or 
admin~@bathcityfarm.freeserve.co.uk

August
Monday August 31st•	  - Transition Bath Bank Holiday 
picnic, noon ‘til 4pm at Victoria Park.

Transition films - CANCELLATION

Unfortunately we’ve had to cancel our showing of 
Age of Stupid due to problems with the venue.  Our 
film showings are on hold until we find a new venue.  
These have been very popular and are essential to raise 
awareness of the issues we’re concerned with, as well 
as being an enjoyable event - we hope we can resume 
these showings soon. 
 
If anyone can help with this please get in touch - we 
need a central and reasonably priced location that has 
its own A/V equipment (projector, dvd player, speakers 
etc.).  

If you only do one thing this month ... 

go and see the film that caused Stephen Fry to be  
“staggered by brilliance”.

  
The End of the Line is a wake up call to “the 

profound implications of a future world with 
depleted fish resources.”

Monday June 8th at The Little Theatre 


