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April was a busy month for Transition Bath, and 
May and June look set to be even busier.  Read on 
and find out what we’ve been up to and what we’re 
doing in the coming months.

Flower Show

Transition was invited by Bath City Farm to share some 
of their space at the Flower Show this year and this 
proved to be amazingly successful.  Our stall had a 
constant flow of visitors of all ages, many of whom 
were new to the Transition concept. It was heartening 
to hear that everyone we talked to knows that our lives 
are unsustainable, things will need to change, that we 
need to do it ourselves and that government input 
isn’t enough.  The bike powering our allotment film 
was a big draw.  This was a great event for Transition 
and inspired all of those who gave their time.

Transition Bath Special Interest Groups 
Energy Group

The Transition Bath Energy group is running a project 
open to anyone in Bath who want to make an effort 
reduce their electricity consumption. We have 
purchased a number of electricity monitoring meters 
(Model: Owl Cm119) which are available to borrow for 
a small contribution to Transition Bath. These meters 
fit very easily and safely on to the domestic mains 
electricity connection and provide a continuous and 
easy to read display of the amount of electricity (in 
kW) being used. This information then allows and 
encourages the householders to go round turning 
off things which are not necessary! Estimates suggest 
that households can save 20-25% off their bills by this 
means.  Contact Ian Gilchrist at widcombe_libdems@
yahoo.co.uk for further information.

For further details of the Energy Group or to get 
involved contact Andrew at andrew@wyon.net.

Food Group

The Food Group continued its successful talk series 
with a talk on Permaculture by Patrick Whitefield, a 
leading exponent of permaculture, in April.
This fascinating talk inspired many of the audience to 
consider putting permaculture into practice in their 
own gardens. 

Transition Bath will be running a permaculture course 
later in the year.  Contact us for further details.

Contact Jim Dowling at piltonman@googlemail.com  
for further details of the Food Group.

Garden Share

We have joined forces with the Allotments Association 
and Bath Organic Garden to set up a new project 
BAGS (Bath Garden Share). The idea is to match keen 
gardeners who want to grow vegetables but do not 
have access to land with garden owners who are 
not using all of their gardens. We have drawn up 
guidelines and agreements for both parties so that 
everyone is clear about access and times, share of the 
produce, time frame for the agreement etc. We already 
have one plot and gardener matched. Currently 
there are five plots available, so if you would like get 
growing contact Jane Yates on 01225 315913.

Schools and Young People

We’ve yet to come up with a snappier name but we’re 
starting to think about how we can involve younger 
people and schools in transition.  If you’re interested in 
contributing to the group, please get in touch. There 
will be a meeting mid-June.
 
Other news
 
Transition Bath are at the Bath Farmers’ Market, 
on May 30th and will be there monthly to spread 
awareness of transition and the projects we’re working 
on. We need volunteers to run future stalls so if you’d 
like to help out,  please let us know. 

Transition Bath are now supporting the successful 
Greenlight series at the BRLSI. The next talk will 
examine new ways of making agriculture local and 
sustainable - community supported agriculture, 
organic farming, permaculture, community orchards, 
increased allotment use, garden land swaps and 
organic boxes are all heading in this direction. Patrick 
Holden, Director of the Soil Association, is our speaker. 
Wednesday June 3rd, 7pm at the BRLSI.

There will be a picnic in the park on Bank Holiday 
Monday, May 25th at the side of the ponds above the 
play area from noon till 4pm - look for a flag.
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Why not get involved? Check out our website at www.transitionbath.org.uk



Can’t make any of the meetings but dying to have a 
say? After several requests we’re having another stab 
at an online discussion forum,  this time in the form 
of a wiki (a type of website that allows users to add, 
remove, or otherwise edit and change most content 
very quickly and easily).  Have a look and a play - you 
can find the link on our website - www.transitionbath.
org.uk.  It needs you to be successful so give it a go.

Working towards the same cause...

Kilter presents Roots
A tale of love and vegetables
 
Bath Fringe Event: 28 - 31 May & 4 - 7 June, 7.30pm, 
weekend matinees 2.30pm
Lower Common Allotments (Bath Organic Group site), 
Royal Victoria Park, Bath

Kilter, Bath’s unique outdoor theatre company, plants 
the seeds of change with another 
irresistibly playful and engaging show. Elope to the 
allotment for a gentle journey down 
the bean-rows to investigate food-security in the 
approaching post-oil world.
Limited capacity - book early via ICIA on 01225 386777  

A request

Frank Moran, local environmental activist and Bath 
University PhD student, is doing research on the 
energy performance of older buildings ( built before 
WW1).  The challenge of reducing carbon emissions 
is all the more challenging for these buildings and we 
know little about how much and how well( or how 
badly) they use energy in the home. 

He will be collecting data on their energy use and 
needs your assistance. You can help him by providing 
past electricity and gas readings for 12 monthly 
periods or providing readings for the next month.  
Frank still needs about 80 houses for his research so if 
you have an older property and can help out please get 
in touch with him at fmoran@blueyonder.co.uk or on 
0773 6678586.

Transition Larkhall Waste Group have organised a 
visit to Carymoor Environmental Centre, Dimmer Lane, 
Castle Cary, Somerset BA7 7NR (www.carymoor.org.
uk) on Monday, 1 June.  We aim to leave Bath at 11.30 
am, taking a packed lunch, and spend about 3 hours 
at Carymoor.   There is a £5 entrance fee and at the 
moment we are planning to car share.    contact me on 
01225 337335 or gill.christie@phonecoop.coop.

Coming Events
May

Monday May 18th - Energy Group•	  meeting 7-9pm 
New Inn, Monmouth Place
Tuesday May 19th - Ricky Knight, Green Party •	
candidate for MEP, will be answering your questions 
at The Rising Sun, St. John’s Road, 7pm
Thursday May 21st - Transition films - Message in •	
the Waves at the Cork, Westgate Buildings, 7.30pm
May 23rd - Transition Conference.   •	 The conference 
itself is sold out but tune in to their www.
transitionculture.org/in-transition to catch the live 
web broadcast at 1.45pm
Monday May 25th  -  Transition Bath Picnic in the •	
Park, 12pm - 4pm
Wednesday May 27th - Transport & Built •	
Environment group, 7pm at 55 New King Street
May 27th - Transition Drinks•	  at The Raven
May 28th•	 -31st - Kilter presents ‘Roots’  - outdoor 
theatre at Bath Organic Garden

June
Monday June 1st  - Energy Group talk -•	  eco 
refurbishment.  Grove St Church Halls, 7.30 with tea 
and cake.
Monday June 1st - Transition Larkhall Waste Group •	
trip to Environmental Centre
Wednesday June 3rd - Greenlight talk •	 at Bath Royal  
LiteraryScientific Institute, 7pm - A Sustainable 
Food Plan for Britain, Patrick Holden, Soil 
Association £3
June 4-7•	  - Kilter presents ‘Roots’ 
Thursday June 18th - Transition Films - The Age of •	
Stupid -  venue to be confirmed, 7.30pm
Tuesday June 9th - Transition Bath Forum•	  - 
Composting Toilets, a talk by David Crosswell of 
Wherever the Need, Widcombe Social Blub BA2 
6AA, 7.30pm 

July
Insider Voices: Human dimensions of low carbon •	
technology conference. Bailbrook House Hotel, 
Bath, UK, July 14th - 15th 2009 FFi contact Kate 
Tate at 01225 383175 (Mon – Wed) or email kat21@
management.bath.ac.uk 

If you only do one thing this month ... 

become aware of just how much rubbish you
 throw out each month!

B&NES is changing their waste collection day from June 
8th so that all your rubbish is collected on the same 

day. ffi www.bathnes.gov.uk/wastedaychange


