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Hello everyone! Welcome to this month’s 
newsletter.   Below are some updates on what’s 
been happening with Transition Bath. If you have 
any questions, suggestions for events or offers 
of help, as always please drop us a line at info@
transitionbath.org.uk 

Transition Bath October forum 

Jane Wildblood, B&NES Corporate Sustainability 
Manager gave a talk on how B&NES is tackling climate 
change at the last open forum. B&NES are doing a 
great deal in the background without great publicity. 
However we need B&NES to adopt “NI 186 – Per 
capita CO2 emissions in the area of B&NES” so that 
B&NES actually focuses on reducing everyone’s CO2 
emissions. See http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/
localgovindicators/indicators.htm.

We also want B&NES to sign up to the Sustainable 
Communities Act – see http://www.localworks.org/
files/localworks.org/a2_letter.pdf 

Transition Bath Special Interest Groups 

Food Group

The ‘Food Group’ is exploring the possibility of two 
different projects and invites your response.  The first is 
‘garden sharing’.  If you have a garden, and either need 
help or would like to share it, there might be someone 
out there, who in return for some produce, could do 
some gardening for you.   We could organise meetings 
where those who had shown an interest could meet 
up and talk about what they were offering.
 
The second project is ‘community supported farming’.  
That is, paying a farmer or gardener to grow food 
rather than buying food from the farmer.  It provides 
security for the farmer, and for the community a link 
with the land and control over what is grown and 
how.  There can be involvement in practical work and 
social events as well if desired.  Before we organise 
any meetings it would be good to know if there is an 
interest already there among our current members. 
Email transitionbath@googlemail.com and let us know.

Transport Group

The Transport Group has linked up with the Bath Cycle 
Campaign, who have long been campaigning for 
sustainable transport. The Group will be expanding 
to be the “Transport and Built Environment Group”. 
This larger group will concern itself with issues like 
the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS), and the conflicts 
that arise with converting existing housing to be more 
energy efficient.  The RSS has the standard definition of 
“sustainability” – “The goal of sustainable development 
is to enable all people throughout the world to satisfy 
their basic needs and enjoy a better quality of life, 
without compromising the quality of life of future 
generations” – but does the RSS deliver this???  Next 
meeting: 7:30pm 24th November at 55 New King 
Street. Contact Hugh Prentice on 07966 080 005 for 
more details.

Energy Group

The Energy Group is following several ideas – local 
hydro power; insulation and solar panel schemes – 
how to make this easier and cheaper for the local 
community; and building up a group of volunteers 
to promote this and energy efficiency. The group is 
looking forward to research being undertaken for 
B&NES that will underpin its targets on renewable 
energy. Next Meeting: Tuesday 18th November 
7.30pm at 55 New King Street. Further meeting date 
set for 15th December. Contact Peter Capener on 
07775781331 for further details.

Raising Awareness Group 

Our last film showing was the very well received Rob 
Newman’s History of Oil.  Our last film for this season 
will be Baked Alaska, which shows how global warming 
has affected Alaska and the conflicts with the oil 
business.  This will be upstairs at the Rummer Pub on 
Monday 17th November at 7.30.  

From January our film nights will be at the recently 
renovated Cork & Bottle on Westgate Street. We are 
currently planning the next programme for January 
2009, so if there are any films you would like to see get 
in touch with Ailsa at amastertontr@aol.com
The Raising Awareness group is preparing an overall 
publicity strategy – again, any suggestions and offers 
of additional help are welcome.
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Why not get involved? Check out our website at www.transitionbath.org.uk



Transition Art

Magdalena, our artist-in-residence is planning 
something fantastic for the Christmas Market (council 
permission permitting ).  She needs to borrow a plain 
square white gazebo and some wind up lantern-
type lamps (like camping lanterns) to hang from the 
gazebo.  If you can be of help please let her know on 
magdalenafrancke@yahoo.co.uk.

Business Group

We would like to local businesses to come together to 
consider their Energy Descent Plan collectively. This is a 
call to all you solicitors, accountants, retailers, charities, 
hotels and B&B’s and all other businesses, to make 
a collective planned approach to the energy crisis – 
please get in touch with us. 

If there are any other issues that you think we need to be 
addressing and you’re desperate to do something about 
then please get in touch and let us know what you’d like 
to do.

Monthly Forum meetings

The next forum will be the second Tuesday of 
November, the 11th, from 7pm at Widcombe Social 
Club (BA2 6AA).  Bring food to share and we’ll see you 
there to plan our collective vision for Bath. 

Regular TB forums will continue to be held at the 
Widcombe Social Club on the first Tuesday of the 
month, and publicity for these events will also be 
increased.

Coming Events

November
Tuesday November 11th - •	 Monthly forum
Monday November 17•	 th - TB Film: Baked Alaska. 
7.30pm, upstairs at the Rummer pub.
18th November•	  - Energy Group meeting 7.30pm at 
55 New King Street 
24th November•	  - Transport  and Built Environment 
Group 7:30pm at 55 New King Street.

December
Tuesday December 9th •	 - Monthly forum at 
Widcombe Social Club, 7pm

How you can help Transition Bath:

The •	 Transition University Bath has leapt into 
life. It will concentrate on sharing, teaching and 
promoting skills that will be of use in a low 
carbon, localised economy. If you would be like 
to be part of this group or have a skill you would 
like to share contact Peter Andrews via the website 
or on 01225 319117.  Initially the skill should be 
teachable in an afternoon or a couple of hours but 
longer sessions could be organised. Quick examples 
we’ve thought of are: Darning socks / Starting a 
community orchard / Repairing a bike / Renovating 
furniture / Chicken keeping …


